
Taller - Workshop - (English)
Learn how to map on OpenStreetMap, the 
free map of the world, the “Wikipedia of 
maps”. Roads, paths, bars, shops,… 
By: Just van den Broecke (OSM-NL)
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Workshops in Spain



Just van den Broecke  
Open Source

Geospatial Professional
www.justobjects.nl  

1. Intro

Founder

Cloud Services

FOSS Projects

About 
Me

Soy 
hollandés

    OpenStreetMap Mapper
     openstreetmap.org/user/justb    

https://justobjects.nl
https://www.openstreetmap.org/user/justb


map5topo.nl Main Current Project : Topographic Map of The Netherlands

Yes, we have 
heights!

http://map5topo.nl


• Definition: 
A free, open-source, and collaborative mapping platform 
where anyone can contribute, edit, and use map data. 

•  Mission:  
To create and provide free geographic data to everyone.  

•  Fun Fact:  
Often referred to as "the Wikipedia of maps."

What is OpenStreetMap?

alpumapa.xyz
OSM Website: openstreetmap.org   

http://alpumapa.xyz
https://openstreetmap.org


Why? Por que?

alpumapa.xyz

Three Reasons 
Tres Razones

http://alpumapa.xyz


More detailed maps in rural areas

Google Maps OpenStreetMap

Reason 1



More detailed maps in general

Google Maps OpenStreetMap

Reason 1

alpumapa.xyz
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Pedestrian Routing - Google Maps vs CoMaps (OSM)

Google Maps CoMaps (OSM)

“Take me to 
G&T”

Reason 1

alpumapa.xyz

Routing over 
“Senderos”: 22 min

Routing over 
car roads: 29 min

http://alpumapa.xyz


Disaster Response and Humanitarian MappingReason 2
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Disaster Response and Humanitarian MappingReason 2

DANA Valencia (2024):  
OSM played a crucial role in mapping flood-affected areas alpumapa.xyz

http://alpumapa.xyz


alpumapa.xyz

Real-Life Examples - DANA Valencia - Oct 29 2024Reason 2
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OpenStreetMap Apps as Big Tech AlternativesReason 3

• People moving away from “USA Big Tech Apps” 

• Switch to alternatives  
- from Twitter/X/FaceBook to Mastodon 
- from WhatsApp to Signal 
- from Instagram to PixelFed 
- from YouTube to PeerTube 
- etc

• OpenStreetMap fits in this trend 
- from Google Maps to CoMaps, MagicEarth, OSMAnd..

http://alpumapa.xyz
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OpenStreetMap Apps as Big Tech AlternativesReason 3
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Three Reasons - One WordSo?

Empowerment - Empoderamiento

Never mind 
the $*@*% , 

Let’s take Mapping in 
our own hands

http://alpumapa.xyz


CoMaps Workshop

• Installation
• Download map area
• Explore the map
• Explore settings
• Navigation (foot, car)
• Working with GPS tracks

- Sharing
- Recording
- Creating (gpsvisualizer.com/draw)

• Advanced: Edit OpenStreetMap

http://gpsvisualizer.com/draw


CoMaps Workshop - Docs

https://alpumapa.xyz/es/apps/comaps/

https://alpumapa.xyz/apps/comaps/



CoMaps Installation

https://www.comaps.app/download/

• Choose Store: App Store (iPhone) - Play Store (Android)
• Install
• On first open will ask to download map around current position



Explore the Map

https://www.comaps.app/support/

• Panning and Zooming
• Map Styles and Layers - “Outdoors” and “Contour Lines” BEST!
• Map orientation: Fixed North Up or Floating



Navigation

• Find your favorite place - Tap and Select “Route To”
• Alternate mode of transport (foot, car, …)
• Search place (looking glass), then “Route To:  

    Hint, enter: “Ginny & Terry”
• Try “Route From” with “Route To”, and Saving route 

• We will practice outside later



Working With GPS Tracks

• “GPX File” universal file format tracks and routes
• Download from any place: Wikiloc, AllTrails etc
• Share via WhatsApp, Signal, or any Cloud storage
• We will practice outside later

Tip: https://infraestructuras.fadmes.es/senderos

https://infraestructuras.fadmes.es/senderos


Working With GPS Tracks - Tip



Beware of rutas malas!
Stuck!!



CoMaps - GPS Track Recording



CoMaps - GPX Track Export



Creating your own route - gpsvisualizer.com

http://gpsvisualizer.com


Home:        justobjects.nl 
Mastodon: mapstodon.space/@justb4 
LinkedIn:   linkedin.com/in/justb4/ 
 
OSM Workshop: alpumapa.xyz 

Thanks! Questions?
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